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CURTIN UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

REFERENCE SHEET: USING COPYRIGHT RESOURCES 
 

 
 

Purpose of Use 

Teaching Purposes* 
Personal  

Research Or Study Publications and Online Content 

Articles and book 
chapters 

OK - covered under Statutory 
licence. Must arrange access 
through Reading Lists.  
Requires strict limits (10%/one 
chapter, etc.) and electronic 
warning notice. 

OK to copy a reasonable 
portion (10%/one chapter, 
one article per issue, etc). 
May be OK to copy more if no 
commercial harm (e.g. out of 
print titles). 

OK to provide link to content. 
If you must make a copy, seek 
permission from the copyright 
owner. 

Creative Commons 
and other Open 
Licences 

OK - must comply with terms of 
licence, for example: 
• SA (Share Alike) - if you adapt 

the material, you must 
attach the same licence as 
the original work 

• ND (No Derivatives) - 
adaptations are not 
permitted 

OK to copy. OK - must comply with terms of 
licence, for example: 
• SA (Share Alike) - if you adapt 

the material, you must attach 
the same licence as the original 
work 

• ND (No Derivatives) - 
adaptations are not permitted 

Images, artworks, 
diagrams, etc. 

OK if: 
• From online website.  
• Graphic has accompanying 

text which is also to be 
copied.  

• If artwork has not been 
separately published.  

Need to include electronic 
warning notice 

OK to copy entire graphic. 
Limit to a single copy. 

You need to seek permission from 
the copyright owner, unless: 
• Website terms of use permit 

your proposed usage. 
• The graphic is in the public 

domain. 
• The graphic is made available 

under an open licence (like 
Creative Commons). 

Library Databases 
(incl. ebooks and 
ejournals) 

OK – arrange access through 
Library Reading Lists.  

Usually OK for your own use. OK to link to content. 
If you must include a copy ask 
Library to check licence terms. 

MOOC content  
(e.g. edX) 

OK to link to or embed the 
content.  
Check MOOC licence terms for 
permitted/prohibited uses. 

OK to copy reasonable 
amount. 

OK to link to or embed the content. 
Check licence terms for 
permitted/prohibited uses. 

Music OK to provide via Blackboard or 
in iLecture under the Music 
Licence. Need to include 
prescribed notice and 
information about musical work.  

OK to copy reasonable 
amount. 

OK to provide link to content or use 
if permitted by website terms of use. 
Otherwise, seek permission from 
copyright owner.  
 

OERs (Open 
Educational 
Resources) 

OK to link to or embed the 
content. 
Check OER licence terms for 
permitted/prohibited uses. 
Always acknowledge source. 

OK to copy reasonable 
amount. 

OK to link to or embed the content. 
Check licence terms for 
permitted/prohibited uses. 
Always acknowledge source. 

  

http://library.curtin.edu.au/find-resources/reading-lists/
http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/teaching/notices-and-labels/#statutorylicences
http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/teaching/notices-and-labels/#statutorylicences
http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/teaching/notices-and-labels/#statutorylicences
http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/teaching/notices-and-labels/#statutorylicences
http://library.curtin.edu.au/find-resources/reading-lists/
http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/teaching/notices-and-labels/#music
http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/teaching/notices-and-labels/#music
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 Purpose of Use 

Teaching Purposes* 
Personal  

Research Or Study 
Publications and Online 

Content 

Social media (user-
generated content) 

OK to link to or embed the 
content. 
Check website terms of use for 
prohibited/permitted uses. 
Must acknowledge source. 

OK to copy reasonable 
amount. 

OK to link to or embed the content. 
Check website terms of use for 
prohibited/permitted uses – often 
necessary to seek permission. 
Must acknowledge source. 

Software  Check licence terms of use for 
permitted/prohibited uses. 
Copying of software manuals may 
be permitted by licence OR may 
be copied under statutory licence 
- requires strict limits (e.g. 10%) 
and electronic warning notice 

Check licence terms of use. Check licence terms of use – often 
necessary to seek permission from 
copyright owner. 

Text quotations and 
excerpts 

Usually OK to copy 1-2 pages (or 
1% of words) under the statutory 
licence.  
OK to post to Blackboard without 
using Reading Lists. 

OK to copy. OK to use short, acknowledged 
quotations.  
OK to reproduce short extracts for 
criticism or review. 

TV or Radio 
Broadcast programs  

OK to show in class or provide via 
Blackboard/iLecture Screenrights 
statutory licence.  Need to include 
electronic warning notice. 

OK to make recording. Provide link to or embed the 
content only (ABC, SBS, etc.). 
May not copy recording without 
permission. 

Video 
- Commercial 

DVDs 

OK to show in class.  
Generally unable to record video 
in iLecture or post copy to 
Blackboard. 
May be OK to incorporate short 
excerpts in iLecture.  

May be OK to copy short 
excerpts. 

Need to seek permission from 
copyright owner. 

Video 
- YouTube  

OK to show in class.  
OK to link to or embed the 
content in Blackboard.   
May be OK to incorporate short 
excerpts into iLecture (but not full 
video).  
Only provide access to YouTube 
videos from authorised sources. 

Making copies of content not 
permitted by terms of use. 

OK to link to or embed the content. 
Making copies of content not 
permitted by terms of use. 

Websites OK to link to content. 
Check website terms of use for 
prohibited/permitted uses. 
OK to copy text/graphic works 
and include on Blackboard under 
statutory licences.  
For large amounts of text, arrange 
through Library Reading Lists.  

Check website terms of use – 
usually OK to make copy for 
personal use. 

OK to link to content. 
Check website terms of use for 
prohibited/permitted uses. Usually 
necessary to seek permission from 
copyright owner. 

* Teaching Purposes – means access via a password protected Intranet site (e.g. Blackboard) restricted to Curtin staff and students.  
 

Please note this content is provided electronically via the Copyright at Curtin Website: 
http://assets.library.curtin.edu.au/copyright/copyrightresources/  

 

http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/teaching/notices-and-labels/#statutorylicences
http://library.curtin.edu.au/find-resources/reading-lists/
http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/teaching/notices-and-labels/#statutorylicences
http://library.curtin.edu.au/find-resources/reading-lists/
http://assets.library.curtin.edu.au/copyright/copyrightresources/

